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L God spoke to Moses, telling him o * speak to the braelites and say to
them: : .

[This is the law] when a person expresses a vow® w donate 1o Cod the
endowment valuation® of a person.

*The endowment valustion of a 20 to o year old inale shall be 5o shekels™
according 1o the sancary standard, * For a woman, this endowenent valua-
tion shall be go shékels, :

® For a person beeween 5 and 2o years obd, the endowment valuation shall
be zo shekels for 2 male, and 1o shekels for a fernale,

¢ For a person between one month and five years old, the endowrment
valuadon shall be 3 silver shiekels” for a male, and g silver shekels for a fernale.

! For a person over 60 vears old, the endowment valuation shall be 15
shekels for a man, and 10 shekels for & woman.

8 If {a person] is too poor te pay the endowment, he shall preseat himself
before the priest, so that the priest can determine the endewment valuation.
The priest shall then make this delemiix}mitjn on the basits of how much the
person making the vow can afford.

d 30 days, one pays ndthing, for

Alshelch: 1. Between the age of one day an
the reason staled by Abrabanet above.
2. Between the age of 30 days and five years, he pays five shekatim,
because the {ather derived five benefits from his male child during that
period: S g 0 co
a., He witnessed his son emerging from the da
b. He performed the ritual of circumeision.
¢. He performed the ritual of the redemption of the first-boin,
d. He partially fulfilled his duty of procreation. :
" e He fulfitled the mitzvah of kindness by supporting the child.
Inshecaseol afemalechild, seeing that theteis wo mitzvah of ciroumcision
or redemption of the first-born, there remain only three mitiver. This

is why he pays only three shekalim. ‘
3, Between the apes of five and 20, the individual years themselves are

ngerous 30-day period.

not so much landmarks as are the decades. In other words, there is very
little difference between a boy of five and a boy of six, but there is a

difference butweent 2 boy of five and a boy of 13. Two great events took

piaece in the boy's life during this period; he was Initisted into Torah
study at five, and be becamne responsible for his mitzvo! at 13 ; hence the
vow calls Tor a payment of 20 shekalim. A female, who is charged with

fewer mitzvot, is valned at ten shekoalim,
4. Petween the ages of 20and 30, a male is surrcunded with the duties of

»worship and the study of Torah, Mishnah, Talmud and many mirzver,

fram which a female is exempt. FHence the vow to dedicate the value of

. a male means the payment of 30 shekalim, while the valug of a femals

"

involves payment of 30 shekafire. "
S. From the age of 60 and above, & man has Jost more than a major pay
of his strongth, not only six-tenths but at least seven-tenths; hence the
rernainder of paymient is 15 shekalim out of a maximun of 50. For a
famale the payment is ten shekaliree, hecause she has not lost proportion-
ately as much strength as the mrale has during the foregding period,

? Hies by »

Lf ‘ So that the subject of this precept of the Torah is the case where
somebody makes a vow to give to the Sanctuary a sum which represents the
a9 of a ‘% wwl, the value which a certain persar,: himself or anpther, has
to God. This sum s fixed here by a universal scale according to age and
sex, The ages are divided into four periods, from the endof the first month
to the end of the fifth year, from there to the end of the twentieth year,
from there to the end of the sixtieth year, from there: onwards wntil the
end of life. The 7% for a male person in these various stages of life is,
five, twenty, fifty and fifteen Shekels respectively; for.a female it is three,
terr, thirty, and ten respectively, Surely these fized amounts are ot just
arbitrary and without reason, As there is no consideration of any physical,
spiritual, intellectual, smoral or social qualifications,. and it is only modified
according toage and sex, in these amounts there mitst surely be somer factor
expressed which is universal te the same degree in all mwbs, in all persons.
As, further, it is dealing here with 779 mwe 127y with the national vajuation
of persons for God and His Sanctuary, this factor which is commorn to all
persons, and only modified by age and sex, should be Jocked for in the
first place in the relation which declares the value the lives of the people
have towards God and His holy things. Now unless we are mistaken, there
.can hardiv be any factor which is commeon to all, and only modified by age




d sex that can be found in the pelation of mwnz to God and His Sanctuary
her than the ek and mission of life which is given to every DB, .and it
Iy remains to elucidate the TFFerent nutnbers which are giver tere-from

e different conditions of this factor
When we compare the nugrbers 5, 20, 50, 15 for a male soul, and
10, 30, .10, for the femate; if we consider that the full Ty for the mature

ale from twenty to sixty years is pob at 50, and full 7w for the mature

T o ek B o R RS gy gy,

We find very often in the Torah that a few simple words chanes
the Halachic status of peoprle and articles. One of these is the mu%:
vr.zp'y of arachin, values, If @ person says, “Erki algs, 1 acccf}t- u (;3
myself my value” he s {rmmediately oblipated 1o donare 1 5'1;1
cquivalent to  his “value” to the Temple fund. T‘I‘xé‘
Sefer HoChinuch discusses_at length the many aspects of this mirs-

male at 30, and that these figures of 30 and 50 ip cach case are ten times
o % of a female and male infant respectively, which start at 3 and 3,
S wethink we are not going wrong if we take the key to the whole scale
lie in the numbers 3. 5, 10 Three to be the formula for the life mission
"4 woman, ftve for that of a traan, and ten the sign of completion, of

pah (§350), but let us focus on his comuments regarding it

“roots.” These arc not secessarily the reasons for the mizzvsh, bu
. . ¥

rather the channels througls which the spiritual sap, so o speak, i

seak, g

MNosw we venture to, suggest that the home, the family, ay well b
and, wife, child, but the community, as

Eg_ﬁmted by the number 3, husks
» have often found in_the Torah, by the number 2, so that the family and
< Cormmunity together would be expressed by the number 3. If this Is not,

< From the troth, then 3 is the sign of woman's vocation, worldn's. fnission
iife, the Family, the bomne, 5 that of man, family life and communal
sponsibility; and with these two mumbers, the signs of their respective mis-
wa in ite the 9my of the infant untif the time when they have reached
¢ trainable age, the end of the fifth year. From the end of the fifth year
the end of the twentieth year are the years of training, of peifecting for
sir vocation, for the woman it is the single vocation of the homie, its sign
10; for the man it is the double ene. home and community, its sign 28,
d of the rwentieth to sixtieth year, is the age of the
Il activity, of the completed training of the male and female vocations. Jts '
m for the full activity of the wornan in her mission in Life is the product
10x3 =30, for man it is 10%5:= 50, After the end of the sixtieth year uoti!
d of life is the age of mpr the yeats of the harvest of fife. The individual
wker can Jook bagk with eatisfaction at the completed edifice of his life
& the communal worker at jeast at an honest contribution to the whole

ilding of secial life. Henge the sign for the single vocation of the woran is

i of completion, 10, and for th
» private life, plus a Half completion

e pesiod from the en

for the communal Jife 10 plus 5515,

Ford

"W Chaim Volozhiner, in Nefesh HaChaim, discusscs. in depth
the concept of tzzlem Elokips, ghata person is created in “the image
of the Lord,” in order to raise 0p the sense of self-worth and self-
esteem of every single Jew. This fong exile in which we find our-
selves has brought a steady decline in the physical and spirituat con-
dition of the Jewish people, both a8 individuals and as a nation. The

long decline contipues, maldng vs feel increasingly worthless and

powerless, as if anything we, do, 52y OF think has no real meaning
We don’t know our stengths, We dop’t have 7,

and significance.
goals and 2 sense of purpose.

g . We don’t strive to reach as high as we

can. These are the conseguences ofour cx:lle;, and we cannot expect

tor stop this steady decline uniess We gain an appreciation for who
and what we are, We can aceomplish this, says R Chaim
Volozhiner, by an understanding of the concept of toelems Elokint.

What does it mean 10 be created “in the image of the Lord”¢

God has no form and no substanit, so how can we be ereated in

Fis image? Clearly, it is meant only as an expression of a certain
similanity. Jing Dravid writey { Pralms 102:73, “Iﬁrz:samblcd a peli-
can lost in the desert.” Does this meain that he grew wings and a

o dual vocation of man the oumber 18 for .

drawn into its performance and gives it taste.

“A person can only participate in the higher worlds,” writes thi
Chinuch, “through his speech. This is the most distinguished part
of the i;uma.r; being. Itis what distinguishes him as 2 person in the
‘And the Lord breathed into the p’&rson a nefesh chayafs, ¢
Iiving spigt.’ Tﬁrgum_()nlccios translates #mefesh chayab as }mﬂizﬁr';
memalela, a spint that speaks.’ All the other parts of the body are
in,animatc_{in the higher sense], and if & person wese o corrup
[his speech], his body would remain entirely imanimate, a useless
vessel, Therefore, « pectory must keep bis word.,.”

A person “particpeas iny the higher worlds through his speech.™
What does this mcan? £ % us'understand it on a decper 1vel.

to

bﬁﬂ‘it? O{ CoUrse o, I’t means that he was lonely, forlorn and wan-
dering, Ike a pelican lost iny the desert. When the Torah tells u.s

" that humankind was cred 1 ’$ i i
s credted in God's image, it also means that we

were created with a similiriey to_certain Godlv chacacteristics

In particular, it refers to the charactedsdes associated wi;}; the
Nvamc of Elekiwm, which is translated as “the sole Power in the cre-
ation and the control of the world.” By seying that we were créag'w
ed &erzzlem Blokim, “in-the image of Elokim,” the Torah js ré%h’n
us that God gave ws the power to contral Creation bot‘f:x m dff
lower and the higher woyrlds : , i i

We can more readily relate to the ides of human controf of the .

physical world, but our control also extends to worlds bevond our

comprehension and imagination. Just as the unseen puppeteer
pulls strings that cause the puppet to move about. so do the
actions {).f the Jewish people an this world padll strings that effect
changes in the higher worlds ) l

=

e

Therefor
ercfore, every person must have yirar Shammayim, which i
which is

ransiate E LEF A . ?
iranslated as “fear of Heavern. ™ Ir doss ot mear that we have 1
3 have 1o

be afrai ] i
> ﬂ;u? of Heaven, says 7 Chaim Yolozhiner, We have to be

z a o ZE ’ ‘ : .
> ral to C:l(}fii, not of Heaven, Rather, it means rhar we have ro fea
0 V , - ; L1 » 133 : I
e i rc?_t of DT.E! act@ns in Heaven. Our every word and desd car
ouild preat edifices in the hisher worlds. | | K
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find towering spiritual edifices rather than scenes of destruction.

2 i + y 2 fos, i - 3 [l Ly, " " " -
This is B’ Chaim, Volozhiner’s message to every single Jew. No

one should say, “What am I} What power do [ possess? How can
my bumbie deeds have any influence az al” On the contrary, he
should know and affix in his heart that not ene of his, deeds
words and thoughts ever poes 1o waste, If used condtructively,

]

13 .
The prophet declares ((Amor 4:12), “He forms mountaing, cre-
ates wind and tells 2 person abour his conversations (maggid
[ ndmm mal sicho).” What exactly does “telling a person about
his conversations” mean? Does it mean ro remind him of the
‘things he said? If so, it showld have sald maggid le’adum sicho.
What is the significance of mih sichet B2 Chaim Volozhiner

One day, we will corne to Feaven and survey what our lives in
this world have wrought in the next. If we are not carcful, we may
survey a scene of grear devastation, wich ruins and rubble SITEWI 45
far as the eye can see, a scene that would cause us untold pain and
angnish. Betrer to have “fear of Heaven” now, to fear the datrage
we can do to Heaven, so_that when we arrive in Heaven we will
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explains that it means to tell a_person meb siche, “what his con-
versations arce,” to show him the far-reaching effects his words
' have, how they can build and how thev can destroy.

Let us take 2 closer look at the words of the prophet, What do
motintains and wind have to do with 2 person’s conversations?

R’ Blya Lopian explains that although mountains are massive,
solid, imimovable, God told the prophet Elijah (I Kinge 19:11),
“A prear and powerful wingd rips apart mountains and_shasters
stones.” What is a wind? Can you see it? Can vou catch jr? ¥t is just ;
air, And yet a wind can destrov mountains and shatter stones. That @ :
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is how God “creates wind,” Words can alse destroy and shatter,
even though they are fust air.
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ap  Tebllin Tresmarm - f vever @& (18
My Lord, opert 1ty Hps ... {Psalms 5117}

There is yet another, "\igg_}jteral interpretation of this introduction
to prayer: When man, so frail and ineignificant, js struck silent in awe
45 he stands before his Maker, he rmust appeal for Divine assistance to
open his mouth and endow it with the ability to declare God's praises.
God’s greatest gift {G‘hgmz;rzity i the power of intelligeni speech,
When He blew the breath of lifeinto Adam, He turned him into a 773
Kigbyn, “a creature of speech’” (sze Targum to Genesis 27} However, it
s very zuch a gift activated by Divine will and in response 0 OUT Own

behavior. God bestows this gif t on durmb animals as well; in regard to
Bilaam's donkey it says, And FLASHEM opened up the mouth of the ass
(Numbers 22:28). - :

Sforno_ (ibid} abserves; The gift of intelligent speech to an ass
reminds us of the words of the psalmist: My Lord, open py lips, so that
iy ponth may declare Your praise. R Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman
of Yeshivas Ner Israel explained that Sformp is teaching us to
appreciate human speech as no Tess a miracle than the speech of an ass,

Mian should never take this =ilt for granted. He should regard his
%\f.ery utterance as a renewal of the Almighty’s blessing of verbal

copmuiication.

aa Wil oo Bl o€ il |
Why do we use speech so destructively? It all comes down to a lack
of faith, We do not have faith in our own importance and signifi-
cance. We do not have ﬁﬁth_iﬁ OUr OwWn péwcr ror effect enormous
changes both in this world aﬂﬁi the next, to Buﬁd and to destroy.
We can hear a thousand times that the Temple was destroyed
hecause of sings chinam, U pjustified hatred, but somehow, deep
lieve it. We can hear 2 thou-

down in our hearts, we do 1ot be
cand times the words of the Chafetz Chaim that if we would

seop S?Eﬁk]%}g lashon hara about ecach other we wonld be

s

* {f [the endowment] is ana
then anything dppated to God
may neither exchange it nor offer 2
{animal] for a worse one, O a wWorse

one @
be consecrated.
6 If § involves any unfit®

Gad, {the uwner]‘shail present e animal 1o the
the Animal's} good and bad gualities” and

ye that which is drtermined by the priese. B 1 7
. %
he rnust ade 2o% to its endowment vajue. '

the endowment value according 1o
- its endewinent valuaron shall i
fthe owner} wishes to redeem i,

2

fast

A
mlays S DY - BUT, IF HE REDEEMS . pyan — With regard to the original owner of the
tringent, wyit gwink ~ by adding a

fmorated anfmal,  MREg MANQ -~ Seriplure Was meore §

pifmal with another, both {the original animal

aninal that cannot be offer

I EYRIRR T - Similarly with regard to one

2|
Mareover,
property; they belong
temporary €oncession. The
renevwed three times a day at the commenc
revoked by Gaod it it 5 psed, in 2 thouphiess of callous manner King
David, who was the victim of much siander, was acusely awareof the
dangers of speech abused, and he begged: HASHEM, rescue my 50U
from lying lips, from a deceitful tongue (Psalms 120:2) :
When we stand in prayer each day and renew our license to speak
we must remember that the license only allows positive speech
Recklese speech like reckless driving is not permitted. Our lips must b
sealed against gossip slander, insults, anger, lies, and curses. Thy
request is succint and to the point: My Lerd, open my lips that o1

mouth may declare Your praise = and nothing elset .
; ; {Based on Yaaros Dreash

even those words given to man are not his persornal
o the Almighty, ¥Who grants them as ¢
licemes to use this concession must be
crment of prayer, but may be

g:dct:mc:d from thjs long and bitter exile, but somehow, deep
e E . " ¥ k ! ‘
own in our hearts, we do not believe it. Why? Because we do
not have faith in curselves. : o

_pe::mh. We have to believe in ourselvés. We have to believe thate

every word we speak leaves its mark ig the lower worlds and in the
higher worlds, We have to believe that our Wt}l“dﬁ. can build zz}ci
they_can destroy. We have to recognize the awesome ()'Wer. ﬁf
S[.‘i(:;t{_:h that God has infused in s, the divine power He his shared
with us when He created us in Flis image Only if we rést CCL‘ ti”ﬁ
poyver of speech can e harness it for the good"_ : ‘ -

. )
i nimal that can be offered as a sacrifice o God, -
faurematicaily] becomies COTSECTRLY
substitute for i, whether it be n beuer
{animal} for a better one. I he replaces

d. ¥ One

| and its replacement shalk

ed as a sacrifice to

i;)rif:st. 1# The priest shall sex

bt of the evaluation to the price of redemption, :
; ith regard to one who

y consecrates a housel WP DE Freakimb b <) i and similaxly wi

secrtes a fleld o ¥R e W
scoond tithes woyn - the original owner

23 e Mikwoth- £ Gab
2. If a person designated a house to the Temple and then regi}:tt@d

his action and wanted to redeem it, the Priest had to evaluate the
house and the owner had to compensate the Temple treasury with

the sam, plus the addition of ﬁin outside fifth of its value, If the

and similarly with regard te the redemption of
g P -~ adds a fifth, by i Wi
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